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The National Federation of Modern Language Teachers 

Minutes of the Executive Committee 

Milwaukee, Wisconsin, June 30th and July 1st, 1919 

1) Representatives were for the West: W. A. Nitze, A. R. 
Hohlfeld, and C. H. Handschin, who held also the proxy for E. W. 
Olmsted; for the East, E. W. Bagster-CoUins, and A. Busse, who 
held the proxies for W. B. Snow, E. Hauch, and L. A. Roux; the 
four committeemen from the East being Snow, Hauch, Roux, 
and Busse. 

2) Acting under the instructions from their respective associa- 
tions, the Committee organized as provided for by the Constitution 
(see Modern Language Journal, April, 1919). The following ofi&cers 
were elected: W. B. Snow, President; E. W. Olmsted, Vice Presi- 
dent; C. H. Handschin, Secretary. 

3) The Executive Committee now considered the emendations 
to the constitution proposed by the New Jersey Association and 
the Association of Modern Language Teachers of the Central 
West a d South, viz., the insertion in Section VII of the word 
"office" before the word "expense" and for Section VIII the fol- 
lowing wording: "This constitution may be amended by a two- 
thirds vote of the Executive Committee, provided that such 
proposed amendment be previously published in the Modern Lan- 
guage Journal and that no action thereon be taken before each 
constituent association shall have had opportunity to instruct 
its representatives." 

The Committee approved of the emendations and hereby refers 
them to the constituent associations for their approval. 

4) Moved and carried that the board of consulting editors of 
the Modern Language Journal is hereby abolished. 

5) Moved and carried that the names of the officers of the 
National Federation and those of the constituent associations 
be printed in every issue of the Modern Language Journal. 

6) Moved and carried that Mr. John C. Weigel of the Univer- 
sity of Chicago (German department) be elected business manager 
of the Journal for the usual term of three years. Mr. Weigel had 
been, at the request of the Executive Committee, for several weeks 
temporarily acting as business manager, although not formally 
elected. 

7) Owing to a deadlock in the balloting for managing editor 
of the Journal, due to a desire on the part of the four Eastern 
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representatives to avoid electing two men from the same institution 
to important positions on the Journal, Mr. John C. Weigel volun- 
tarily handed in his resignation as business manager of The 
Journal. His resignation was accepted and a vote of thanks given 
him for the services he had rendered the Federation by temporarily 
performing the duties of business manager. 

8) Moved and carried that A. Coleman of the University of 
Chicago, (Romance department) be the managing editor for the 
ensuing term. 

9) Moved and carried that the terms of editors be as follows: 
Managing editor, three years, associate editors, one, two, or three 
years, as the Executive Committee shall determine by lot at the 
time of election; that there be five associate editors, two of which 
are to be from the section of the country in which the managing 
editor resides (East or West), and three from the other section. 

Meeting of the Executive Committee, July 1st, 1919 

1) Moved and carried that A. Busse is hereby designated as 
the Eastern representative of the business manager of the Journal. 

2) Moved and carried that C. H. Handschin, A. Coleman, 
and A. Busse are hereby appointed as a committee with power 
to act to appoint the business manager of the Modern Laugnage 
Journal. (Note: This committee subsequently appointed Mr. 
E. L. C. Morse, principal of the Phil Sheridan School, Chicago, 
and teacher of Spanish. 

3) Moved and carried that the term of the business manager 
be three years. 

4) Moved and carried that the salary of the business manager 
shall be for the present $200 per year, and that his Eastern repre- 
sentative be paid ten per cent on all advertising he brings in. 

5) Moved and carried that the office expense of the business 
manager and of the managing editor be allowed out of the funds of 
the Journal, and that their accounts be annually audited by a 
committee of the Executive Committee. 

6) Moved and carried that associate editors be appointed 
as follows : (the length of the term was decided by lot) 

Oliver, Thomas E., University of Illinois, one year 
Whitney, Miss Marion, Vassar College, one year 
Purin, C. M., Milwaukee Normal School, two years 
Hatheway, Joel, High School of Commerce, Boston, two years 
Downer, C. A., College of the City of New York, three years 

7) Moved and carried that the Executive Committee express 
its gratitude to Professor E. W. Bagster-Collins, outgoing editor 
of the Modern Language Journal for his effective establishment 
of the Journal, and for his enthusiastic and efficient management 
of the same during its early and trying years. 
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8) Moved and carried that a department of "Notes and News" 
be established in The Journal for items of current interest to 
modern language teachers, the direction and management of the 
same to be left to the managing editor. 

C. H. Handschin, Secretary. 

From the C.E.E.B. 

When the figures of the College Entrance Examination Board 
for this year are published, the results of the examinations in the 
subject of German will be of special significance for school adminis- 
trators interested in increasing the efficiency of language instruc- 
tion. The readers have noted an improvement in the German 
papers, both elementary and advanced, that can be explained 
only by the conditions under which instruction in German has 
been carried on during the war. The number of students has 
everywhere dwindled rapidly; the proportionate reduction of the 
teaching force has necessarily been less precipitate. This has 
resulted in smaller classes and more attention to the individual 
student than could possibly have been attained in any department 
under normal circumstances. The unmistakable gain in mastery 
of the subject, as attested in the findings of the College Entrance 
Examination Board, should go far toward demonstrating the super- 
ior effectiveness of smaller language classes, and help the greatly 
enlarged departments of French and Spanish in securing the 
increased appropriation necessary for the best results. 

Florence G. Jenney, Reader in German. 

The comprehensive examinations in French left the reader with 
the impression that the question papers had been, on the whole, 
satisfactory and well balanced. The questions which gave third 
year candidates the greatest difficulty were those having to do 
with pronunciation, idioms and free composition. 

The question on pronunciation was in almost all cases very 
badly answered. Not only did candidates show no familiarity with 
phonetic symbols but, what is more serious, no ability to classify 
or group sounds. This sort of knowledge is particularly important 
to the student of French and may be rather easily acquired. Since 
oral examinations seem impossible, it is essential that every 
entrance paper include some test of pronunciation. 

Among the idioms which third year candidates were asked to 
use in sentences and to define, there were several which practically 
no one knew. This would be true of any list of detached idioms 
of a certain degree of difficulty. The student's conscientious 
efforts to use entirely unknown expressions do much to enliven 
the reader's task but, so slight is the chance of guessing right, 
that they amount to little else. Especially under the new compre- 
hensive plan, would it not be better to give a choice of idioms to 
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be defined or to ask the candidate to give from his own vocabulary 
a certain number of idioms of a specified type, unless in the des- 
cription of requirements the use of some standard book of idioms 
is recommended? 

Another point which calls for consideration is the free- 
composition question. The work in most college courses in French 
and the general tendency in modern language teaching is such that 
it is very important for the student to be able to express himself in 
the language with some degree of accuracy and clearness. In 
many of the papers this part of the work seemed unnecessarily 
poor, showing an insufiicient vocabulary of common words and 
often greater carelessness than the set prose written by the same 
student. More stress might well be laid upon free composition in 
the description of requirements, and the student would perhaps 
attach more importance to this type of question if it were grouped 
with the prose instead of always appearing at the end of the 
paper. It may sometime seem wise to require for entrance to 
college a passing grade in translation from French to English and 
a passing grade in the use of French. The former, being much 
easier for most students, naturally carries through a considerable 
number of candidates who are deficient in the use of the language, 
a deficiency which is sure to prove a serious handicap in college. 

Finally, from the record of time spent by each candidate, it 
was evident that among those who left early there were many 
whom further meditation could scarcely have failed to benefit. 

Much more that is favorable and encouraging might be said of 
questions and answers. There seems every reason to believe that 
the comprehensive examinations will do much to furnish the college 
with better material and to protect the student by making it 
impossible for him to undertake work for which he is ill-fitted. 

F. D. White, 

Vassar College. Reader in French, C.E.E.B. 

Association of Modern Language Teachers of the Central 
West and South 
The fourth annual meeting was held in Chicago, May 9, 1919: 
The most important items of business transacted were: 

1. Appointment of a committee to revise the constitution. 

2. The approval, with one emendation, of the constitution of 
the National Federation. 

3. Approval of the arrangement of a program for a modern 
language section of the N.E.A. at Milwaukee. 

4. Election of the following officers for 1919-20: E. W. Olm- 
sted, University of Minnesota, President; Secretary-Treasurer, 
C. H. Handschin, Miami University; members of the Executive 
Council: Mrs. C. E. Fink, Grand Rapids; Miss J. Willemsen, 
Soldan High School, St. Louis. 
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The following program was presented: 

Program 
Friday, May 9, 7:30 p.m. 
Informal dinner, Auditorium Hotel. 

8:30 p.m. 
The President's Address: Vitalizing Modern Languages, 
E. S. Ingraham, Ohio State University 
Meeting of Committees. 

GENERAL SESSION 

Saturday, May 10, 9:15 a.m. 
Annual Report of the Secretary-Treasurer 
Appointment of Committees 

1. Has the War proved that our Methods of Teaching Modern 
Languages are wrong, as President Butler has stated? A Sym- 
posium 

E. C. Hills, Indiana University 

2. Certain Principles of Text Annotation 

John Van Home, University of Illinois 

FRENCH SECTION 

Saturday, May 10, 2:15 p.m. 
Wm. A. Nitze, University of Chicago, Chairman 

1. Report of the Committee on French Syllabus 

Kenneth McKenzie and Josephine Doniat 

2. Methods of Teaching French Pronunciation 

Olin H. Moore, University of Illinois 

3. Should We Teach Elementary French in College? 

Algernon Coleman, University of Chicago 

4. The Teaching of Vocabulary by the Direct Method 

Arther G. Bovee, University High School, University of 
Chicago, 

5. Practical Daily Drill in Phonetics in First Year French 

Charles E. Young, University of Iowa 

GERMAN SECTION 

Saturday, May 10, 2:15 p.m. 
Herman Babson, Purdue University, Chairman 
The Future Academic Status of German in Our Country 

1. In the High School and the College 

A. M. Charles, Earlham College 

2. In the Graduate School 

C. H. Handschin, Miami University 
Report of the Committee on German Syllabus 

Chas. M. Purin, Milwaukee State Normal School 

Miss Lydia M. Schmidt, School of Education, University 

of Chicago 
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SPANISH SECTION 

Saturday, May 10, 2:15 p.m. 
E. C. Hills, Indiana University, Chairman 

1. Grammar in First Year Spanish 

Carl O. Sundstrom, Lake View High School, Chicago 

2. Problems of Teaching Spanish in Summer School 

G. T. Northup, University of Chicago 

3. Study of Spanish Phonetics in Schools and Colleges 

J. Moreno-Lacalle, United States Naval Academy 

4. Report of the Committee on Spanish Syllabus 

J. D. Fitz-Gerald, University of Illinois 

Alfred Nonnez, Walnut Hills High School, Cincinnati 

The Modern Language Section of the N.E.A. 

The Association of Modern Language Teachers of the Central 
West and South arranged for the program of the Modern Lan- 
guage Section of the N.E.A. at Milwaukee June 30th and July 1st, 
1919. There was a good attendance and most excellent papers 
and discussions. 

The following program was rendered: 

Program 

GENERAL MEETING JuUe 30 2 lOO p.m. 

W. A. Nitze, University of Chicago, presiding (in the absence of 
the chairman, Hugh A. Smith, University of Wisconsin). 

1. Personality and Modern Language Teaching 

Dean Elizabeth Wallace, University of Chicago 

2. Readjustment in Modern Language Teaching 

CM. Purin, Milwaukee Normal School 

3. The Choice of Reading Texts in America as Viewed from Abroad 

Albert Schinz, Smith College 
Section Meetings July 1, 2:00 P.M. 

A. FRENCH 

A. Coleman, University of Chicago, presiding (In the absence 
of the chairman, T. E. Oliver, University of Illinois). 

1. Coordination in high school and college, with especial reference to 
French F. B. Barton, University of Minnesota 

2. The dictaphone and the phonograph as aids in teaching French 
pronunciation 

C. E. Parmenter, University of Chicago 

3. Conversation in the class room 

Madame Odile Sanner, Chicago 

B. GERMAN 

E. C. Roedder, University of Wisconsin, presiding 
1. Aims in College German 

R. H. Fife, Wesleyen University 
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3. Tests and Measurements. The next step? 

C. H. Handschin, Miami University 

C. SPANISH 

Principal E. L. C. Morse, Phil Sheridan School, Chicago, 
presiding 

1. The Study of Spanish Literature 

E. C. Hills, Indiana University 

2. The Study of Spanish Grammar 

C. D. Cool, University of Wisconsin 

3. The Use of Phonetics in Teaching Spanish 

F. A. Hamann, South Division High School, Milwaukee 
Program Committee: W. A. Nitze, A. R. Hohlfeld, E. W. 
Olmsted 

At a general meeting held July 1st at 2 P.M. Prof. A. Schinz, 
Smith College, presiding. Prof. A. J. Roehm presented the plan of 
the proposed international correspondence between school children 
which is now placed on a sound financial basis and which aroused 
considerable interest. 

After adoption of the report of the committee on resolutions 
it was moved that Chairman W. A. Nitze increase this committee 
to the number of fifteen, and that the committee be authorized 
to cooperate with a similar committee of the M:L.A., to draft 
resolutions expressing the guiding principles of the two leading 
associations of Modern Language Teachers of the United States 
and to take such steps to bring these before the public as may 
seem wise. 

C. H. Handschin 

Secretary National Federation. 

The Department of Education of the State of New York 
invited a number of experts in different lines to meet at Albany 
last June and to consider the educational needs of the State. 
Almost every phase of public education was represented, from the 
Kindergarten to the University and from the care for the teeth of 
the pupils to the care for the intellectual needs of the especially 
gifted among them. There were no large meetings or formal 
speeches, but conferences of ten or a dozen experts meeting together 
for informal discussion of their own subject. One such conference 
was devoted to foreign languages and their place in the scheme of 
public education. While there was some talk about the compara- 
tive value of the different modern languages and of the modern as 
opposed to the ancient tongues, the main discussion centered about 
the general subject of the educational and practical value of the 
study of foreign languages; the amount of time which should be 
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assigned to it in the school program; how this time could best be 
utilized; how to find and train a sufficient number of competent 
teachers for the work; etc., etc., The result of these conferences 
is to be summarized and published by the State and it is to be 
hoped that something of interest to our readers will come of it. 

At the New York State Educational conference held in 
Albany in June, it was stated that objection had been made to 
continuing to require the study of a foreign language in the high 
school course on the grounds that the examination marks were less 
satisfactory in this subject than in almost any other. It was sug- 
gested, however, in the course of the discussion, that this result 
may be due to the fact that there is no other examination subject 
in which the pupil is forced so absolutely to rely on himself and 
his own knowledge as in this. He finds on the examination paper 
words and constructions with which he is familiar, but in new com- 
binations and in new connections, so that no parrot-like memoriz- 
ing, no hasty final cram, will help him to meet this test. He must 
recognize his simple words and phrases wherever he meets them; 
however small bis vocabulary, however easy the constructions he 
has learned, he must be able to use them independently. If he has 
done his daily work well, he will pass with ease; if not, no last 
moment repentance, no outline or syllabus, no list of dates or facts 
to be hastily memorized, will help him. Is not just this the best of 
reasons for continuing to require the study of at least one foreign 
language of every pupil, especially as the knowledge so gained will 
be very useful to him in after life? 

The Romance department of Johns Hopkins University has 
been revivified by the appointment of H. Carrington Lancaster of 
Amherst and Gilbert Chinard of California as professors of French 
Literature. Professor Lancaster will assume the headship of the 
department. These two appointments are full of promise for the 
future of Romance studies at Hopkins and go far toward consoling 
friends of the department for the treble loss sustained three years 
ago in the departure of Armstrong, Harden, and Shaw. 

Richard T. Holbrook has been appointed chairman of the newly 
organized French department at the University of California, 
Ruldolph Schevill, formerly in charge of the three Romance studies 
as one group, becomes chairman of the very large and growing 
department of Spanish. No announcement has been made of the 
selection of a professor of Italian. 

Horatio E. Smith, assistant professor of French at Yale, has 
been appointed professor of French at Amherst College, and will 
be in charge of the work in Romance languages. Professor Smith 
has just returned to the United States after eighteen months 
service in the Foyers du Soldat. 
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A. Marinoni, of the University of Arkansas, who was sent to 
Italy by the Y.M.C.A. as director of the educational work in the 
Case del Soldato, is returning to America with an Italian mission 
which he will guide on a tour of important industrial centers. He 
will then return to Italy to aid in putting the Case on a permanent 
basis in that country, especially among the operatives in industrial 
plants. 

An impetus is being given to the establishment of foreign lan- 
guage centers in the United States. Columbia University has 
altered the character of its Maison Franqaise so as to throw it 
open to students and make it a foyer for les choses de France. 
The Maison Franqaise at Wisconsin is a distinguished success 
both in size and activity, and the newly established French House 
of the University of Chicago has completed successfully its first 
term, and bids fair to outgrow its present quarters before others 
can be obtained. The presence in the different centers of the 
French boursiers and boursikres has turned out to be a considerable 
advantage for the clubs and other groups interested in the French 
language. It is to be hoped that we shall soon have similar ways 
of encouraging the study of Spanish and Italian as spoken lan- 
guages. 

Hugh L. Kelly, Secretary of the American Association of 
Colleges, is collaborating with Rene Galland, of the French High 
Commission on a comparison of the French secondary school 
curriculum with that of a high school and college student in Amer- 
ica, with a view to determining the point at which the graduate of 
a lycee or college should enter an American college. 

Pedro Henriquez Urena, professorial lecturer in the University 
of Minnesota, will spend the winter at Madrid engaged in literary 
work. His place will be filled by Antonio Heras who was on the 
Spanish staff of the University of Chicago in 1917. 

Casimir Zdanowicz, formerly of the University of Wisconsin, 
has been appointed professor of French at Randolph-Macon 
Woman's College to fill the vacancy caused by the death of the 
much regretted young scholar, Gustav G. Laubscher. 



